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A FUNERAL 


SERMON. 


r cannot be denied, but that 
— i | ſome have much over-done it 
_ 14 in Funeral Panegyricks, and 
2 commended the Dead to the 
. Dammage of the Living; who — 
hearing ſuch as were well known to have 
lived but indifferently, applauded and extol- 
led, when they had quitted this Earthly Stage, 
have been apt to cheriſh Hopes, that they al- 
ſo might come to be well-ſpoken of after their 
Death, tho' they did but little Good of any 
Sort while they were living. To this it is 2 
thar ſome aſcribe it, that Funeral Sermons 
are now pretty generally growing out of 
Date, and are much leſs frequent than they 
were in former Times, and even within the | 
Compaſs of our own Memory and Obſerva- 
tion. Tho' this Reaſon of the Alteration in | 
this Reſpect, which falls under general No- | 
tice, may poſſibly have ſomething in it, | 
| 
| 


yet I wiſh that may not in a great Meaſure 
ariſe from another and a worſe Cauſe. 
A 2 But 
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But be it as it will as to that, I muſt 
freely own, that I have known ſo many 
good Effects of Funeral Diſcourſes, when 
manag'd with Care and Caution; and it 
may be ſo very advantageous to concern'd 
Survivors, to have the Removal of their De- 
ceaſed Relatives, Friends and Acquaintance 
from them, by Death, improved in a Chri- 
ſtian Way, by their being led into a Train 
of cloſe and ſerious Thoughts about Mor- 
tality and another World, at thoſe Seaſons 


when they are many times the moſt impreſ- 


ſible; and it has ſo great a Tendency to ex- 
cite a Degenerate Age to greater Warmth in 
Practical Religion, and Diligence in the whole 
Compaſs of Duty which that preſcribes, to 
have ſuch Things as are truly commendable 


freely ſer \before them, in the Inſtances and 


Examples of ſuch as were Perſonally known 
w them ; and at the ſame time to have Re- 
marks made on the particular Steps of the 


Providence and Grace of God, towards thoſe 


that they had Occaſion to obſerve, were in- 
compaſs'd with Temptation and Infirmity 
like themſelves; that I ſhould be heartily 
forry to have the Practiſe quite diſus'd and 


laid aſide. 


If any exceed due Bounds, and aſcribe 


upon ſuch Occaſions unto thoſe that have 


quitted our World, Excellencies and Ver- 
tues that they were Strangers to, they muſt 
anſwer for it: But to have Funeral Ser- 
mons dropp'd upon this Account, would 
in my Opinion, be a great Loſs to the 


World, and to the Church of Gop in ge- 


neral. It would be a Letting ſlip Opportu- 
nities of bringing much Glory to the Moſt 
H IGR, 
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Hon, and of doing Good to the Souls of 
many ; which, as far as I can perceive, 
could not be eaſily juſtified. 

Having therefore been. deſir'd to give 
you of this Worſhipping Chriſtian Society, 
a Diſcourſe at this Time, upon the Melan- 
choly Occaſion of the late Breach, by the 
Removal of a Valuable Perſon, whoſe Eyes 
have been clos'd by Death, after his having 
for upwards of Thirty Years, miniſtred in 
Holy Things among you, Ireadily comply'd: 
Not with a Deſign ſo much to applaud the 
Deceas'd, (tho' he was One that Gop was 

pleas*d remarkably to own and favour, as 
you'll hear in the Sequel) as to inſtruct and 
edify you that ſurvive, whom it highly con- 
cerns to improve ſuch an affecting Stroke 
and Loſs: And with a real Deſire and Aim 
(as Gop ſhall enable me) rather to touch 
your Hearts, than tickle your Ears. And 
may He that has all Hearts within his 
Reach, herein ſucceed my well meant En- 
deavours. * 
I have choſen for my Subject upon this 
Occaſion, the affecting Words we meet 


with in 


1 Con „ 
Abart Mortality might be fwallowed 
up of Life. 


IN order to the Underſtanding the In- 
tention of which Words, it 1s requiſite 
the Cuntext be conſulted, which ſtands briefly 


thus : 
The 


9 — . — 
— 
— 
— 
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The Holy Apoſtle St. Paul, who was far 
from being aſham'd of the Goſpel of ChRISsT, 
or a Diſcredit to it; and who with great So- 
lemnity diſclaims corrupting, or as you have 
it in the Margin of your Bibles, dealing 
deceitfully with the Word of Gop, or ma- 
king Merchandize of it; having in the im- 
mellualy foregoing Chapter declar'd, with 
what Sincerity and Diligence he diſcharg'd 
his Office as a Preacher of the Everlaſting . 
Goſpel, and how the Troubles and Hard- 
ſhips which he was upon that Account ex- 
d to, redounded to the Praiſe of Gop's 
ower, the Benefit of his Church, and his 
own eternal Glory ; he in the Beginning of 
This Chapter ſpeaks of Deatb, from which 
the moſt faithful and ufeful Miniſters are 
not exempted, any more than others. And 
he diſcourſes on this Subject, with a Free- 
dom uncommon with other Writers, and 
hike one uſed frequently to meditate upon 
xt, though nothing could have been pitch- 
ed on more diſtaſtful to the Generality of 
Mankind. He was not for putting off 
Thoughts of Mortality till he found his laſt 
Hours juſt at hand; but was for familiari- 
zing ſuch Thoughts to himſelf long before, 
that ſo his Receipt of a Summons at any 
Time into another World might be the leſs 
ſurprizing, and the more welcome. 

He declares, That Death which in all 
Ages had been ſo formidable, is a Difſo- 
[ution; a taking down of this our earthly Houſe, 
in which we at preſent dwell as in a Tabernacle 
or Tent, being but Tenants at Will, and 
therefore liable to have Lodgings to ſeek, at 
- another's Pleaſure, Tho' this had a diſ- 
heartning 
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heartning Aſpect, he yet intimates he was 
well reconciled to the Thoughts of it, hav- 
ing this to relieve and comfort him, that in 
Caſe of an Ejectment, he and his Fellow- 
Believers would not be left deſtitute, but 
have an Admiſſion to a Building of Gov, 
a2 Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. And ſo he oppoſes the Heavenly 
Habitation he had in Proſpect, to the earthly 
Houſe or Tabernacle in which he ſojourned. 
He then goes on, and declares, that he and 
his Fellow-Chriſtians, while in theſe Bodies 
which were the Tenements they (after a Sort) 
inhabited here below, were in a Groaning State, 
and conſtant Uneaſineſs, earneſtly deſiring to 
be better cloath'd, and encompaſſed with the 
Incorruptible Celeftial Glory: Being well fatiſ- 
fied; that whenſoever Death uncloath'd them, 
they ſhould not be found naked. They found 
mdeed the Burdens they were preſs'd with 
during their Continuance in their embodied 
State, fo great, as many times to make them 
Groan ; and yet could not take Death, as 
Death and a Diſſolution, to be a Thing on its 
own Account at all deſirable, for that they 
ſhould be thereby unhous'd : But that which 
they long*d for, and which their Hearts were 
ſet upon, was to be cloath'd with an Hea- 
venly Glory; and that that which belong'd 
to them which was mortal, might be done a- Ver. 6. 
way, and fwallowed up of a Glory that would 
never fade: And of this he intimates they 
had raiſed Expectations. Therefore, ſays he, | 
we are always confident. Ver. 6. 
That which I from hence offer as a fit 
Subject for your Thoughts to fix upon, is 


this ; 
| T hat 


Ver. 2, 3 
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That faithful Goſpel Mi niſters, and ſeri- 
ous Chriſtians, have good Reaſon to hope, that 
when their Souls quit their Bodies, they will 
not be left Mr 66 ws or naked, but chahed with 
immortal Glory in Heaven; and ſhall And Mor- 
tality ſwallowed up of Life. a 


And here I propoſe, 


I. To conſider the Mortality ſpoken af 
by the Apoſtle, with its true Riſe and 
Original ; 9 the Sickneſs and Pain, 
Grief and Sorrow, which are its uſual 
Attendants and Concomitants. 


II. To give a brief View of the Oppo- 


ſite Life, of which this * is to 
be ſwallowed up. 


HI. To touch on the proper Characters 
of the Perſons to whom this Happi- 
neſs belongs, and who have reaſon for 
ſo raiſed an Expectation. 


IV. To ſet before you the Grounds of 
ſuch an Expectation and Hope as this, 
in the Caſe of Perſons that are qual}- 

fied as the Goſpel requires. 


And by that Time I have advanced thus 
far, I am inclined to believe, you will ge- 
nerally think it but fitting, that I ſhould 
bring theſe Things down to the preſent Oc- 


caſion, that ſo the Thoughts ſuggeſted may 
be of the greater Ule. 


I begin, 
I, With 
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I. With conſidering the Mortality here ſpo- 
ken of by the Apoſtle; with its true Riſe and 
Original; and the Sickneſs and Pain, Grief 
and Sorrow, which are its uſual Artendants 
and Concomitants. 

Mortality is affecting, in whatever Way we 
take a View of it. In the Original here, in- 
ſtead of Mortality, the Thing ſpoken of is that 

which is mortal: Which takes in every Thing Td d 
that is mortal, that either is in us, or hangs 
on us, or any way belongs to us. We tran- 
ſlate it Mortality, and not improperly ; that 
ſo our Thoughts may be led, (as there is juſt 

Occaſion) to take in all that Sorrow and 

Trouble, which makes way for, and uſhers 

in that Di/olution, in which all our preſent 

Fatigues and Uneaſineſſes iſſue. 

Adam, the firſt Father of Mankind, was 
ſurpriz'd with the Notice of Mortality, and 
his Poſterity have been Groaning under the 
Thoughts of it ever ſince, to this very Day : 

And yet *tis as Prevalent ſtil] as ever. 

The Socinians indeed tell us, that Adam 
was created mortal *, becauſe he was in a 
Poſſibility of dying from the firſt, and actu- 
ally did die afterwards : But herein (as well 
as in a great many other Things) they affect 
to be wiſe, above and beyond, that which 
is written. According to the Account 
given in Scripture, he was - created immor- 
tal; and had at firſt no Seeds or Princi- 8 
ples of Mortality in his Nature, Sin not ha- 
ving yet corrupted or infected him. St. 


Paul very plainly declares Mortality to be 
B | the 


| * SociniPralet. Theolog. Cap. I. | 
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Rev. v- the proper Fruit of Sin; ſaying, By one 


12. Man Sin entred into the World, and Death 

by Sin: and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men. 

So that had there been no Sin in the World, 

there had been no Death; no Mortality. 

| But Sin having entred, and infected all, 

Heb. ir. Death is now unavoidable. I is appointed 

27. to all Men once to die. The Sentence is 

paſſed, and not to be repeaPd. Death is ſo 
appointed, that there is no avoiding it. 

*T is true, there were Two celebrated Pro- 

phets under the Old Teſtament, viz. Enoch 

and Elias, that did not die like others; in 

whoſe Caſe there was no painful Divorce of 

. Soul and Body by Death. We are alſo cer- 

tified under the New Teftament, that ſuch 

as remain upon Earth till CfyrisT's Com- 

ing at the Laſt Day, ſhall not die as others 

commonly do : And yet the former did 

ſuffer, and the latter ſhall ſuffer, a Change 

equivalent to Death ; notwithſtanding that as 

to both, there ſeems to be ſome Exception 

from the general Sentence, which as to 

others remains ſubject to no Alteration. Mo- 


| Joſh. i. 2. es my Servant is dead, ſaid Gop to his Suc- 


ceſſor that came in his Room and Stead. 

Tho* he was my Servant, and faithful to 

me, and I took Pleaſure in him, and fig- 

nally own'd him, yet his Time is now gone, 

Heb. iii. his Day is over. Tho' he was faithful in 
2, 5- all Gon's Houſe, yet when he had done 
his Work, he died, reſted from his Labours, 

and entred into the Joy of his Lord. Even 

Moſes in his Turn pafs'd off the Stage of this 

Earth, after all the great Things he had done, 

for the Glory of Gop, and the Good of 

his People; as well as Kerab, Dathan and 
51 Abiram, 


Abiram, who were Inſtruments of ſo 
much Miſchief among the JI/-aelites, and 
brought down ſuch exemplary Vengeance 
upon their own Heads, by their Infolence 
and Sedition. The beſt of Men die as well 
as the worſt; and the richeſt and moſt ad- 
vanced, as well as the pooreſt and moſt 
contemptible. So that in the Circumſtances 
wherein we are, we may well enough cry 
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out with pious Ethan, What Man is he that P. lxxxix. 


livath, and ſhall not ſee Death? For where“ 


can we find the Man whoſe Conſtitution is 
ſo firm and ſtrong, that he has any Reaſon 
to hope he ſhall eſcape that fatal Rent ? Diſ- 
eaſes, Pains and Aches, Lowneſs of Spirits, 
Grief of Heart, and Decays of Strength, 
occaſion'd by Loſſes or Calamities felt or 
fear*d, or by ſuch Acts of Violence as could 
not be avoided, make way for a Diſſolution 
by Degrees in the Caſe of all, one after ano- 
ther ; and they always will, as long as the 
preſent State of Things continues. We have 
had an unhappy Gentleman among us, that 
has talk'd (whether in Jeſt or Earneſt he 
beſt knows) of eſcaping the common Lot, 
and, compaſſing a Tranſlation by the wp 
of a ſtrong Faith : But we have not the lea 
Reaſon to doubt but that in a very little 
Time, he will prove a flagrant Inſtance of 
the Ridiculouſneſs and Groundleſsneſs of that 
Conceit. And every one of us may very 
ſafely cry out with Fob, without any Lia- 
bleneſs to a Failure, I know that thou Wilt job xxx. 
bring me lo Death, and to the Houſe appointed 23. 
for all Living. And it would be well for 
us, were but this more conſider'd and laid to 


Heart by us all. . 
B 2 e ie 


2 Pet. i. 
14 
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This Mortality is a Liableneſs to Sickneſs 
and Pain, Grief and Sorrow, Trouble and 
Uneaſineſs, upon divers Accounts, as the 
Fore-runners, and at laſt to Death as the 
Conſequence ; and to the Grave, the Place 
of Silence, to which there is a long Con- 
finement as in a Priſon, before the full De- 
liverance comes. And it carries in it a Diſſo- 
lution of our Houſe of this earthly T, abernacle. 
It is in Reality a Tabernacle rather than a 
proper Houſe that we at preſent dwell in: 
And as we have many Things to make it 
uneaſy to us while it continues ſtanding, fo 
in a little Time it will be pulPd or muſt 
fall down, and we muſt quit it. Purſuing 
which Metaphor, St. Peter ſays, That he knew 
that ſbortly be muſt put off this his Tabernacle ; 
meaning, that he plainly perceiv'd he in a 
little Time muſt die, and leave his Body 
behind him. Were this crazy Tabernacle 
of ours only a little chang'd and alter'd, 
the Thoughts of it might be more tolera- 
ble : Burt that's not all; it muſt (like an 
Houſe that had a fretting Leproſy under the 
Law,) be taken down and derroliſh'd, and 
quite pull'd to pieces, and laid in the Duft. 
And this 1s a thing that has a very formida- 


| ble Appearance. 


Such Mortality as this may well enough 


make us groan. It has nothing ſurprizing in 
it, for us ta bemoan ourſelves, under the 


Burden of what we feel, and the Proſpect 
of what we fear: Nothing can be more na- 
tural than our Greaning in this mortal State, 
which has Labour and Sorrow attending it 
from the firſt, and accompanying it to the 
very laſt, when we expire and breathe no 
more, 
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more. We are all born jo Trouble as the Job v. 7. 


Sparks fly upwards; and Life is full of it 
from Beginning to End. We have Trouble 
in getting, and Trouble in loſing thoſe Things 
that are deſirable : and Trouble in bearing a 

reat many Things that are unavoidable. 
We have Trouble in Want and Abundance 
both. Trouble in our Bodies, Minds and 
Circumſtances. Trouble from our Friends, and 
our Enemies, and even from our deareſt 
Relatives, in whom, we are apt to promiſe our- 
{elves the greateſt Comfort. We have Trouble 


[ in coming into the World, Trouble all the 


while we are in it, and Trouble in going out of 
it: And have all of us Reaſon to cry out with 
the Good Man that had ſeen Affliction, and 


had no ſmall Share of it, Man that is born Job xir. 1. 


of a Woman, is of a few Days, and full of 
Trouble. In ſo much, that were we to con- 
ſider this Life abſtracted from another, we 
might have Reaſon to queſtion whether there 
was any Thing to be gain'd in it, that could 


be a ſuitable Compenſation for the Trouble 


to which it expoſes us. We have indeed a 
great many Comforts intermix'd with our 
Troubles, to ſweeten them to us, and make 
them the more tolerable z but a lively Senſe 
of our Mortality tends very much to abate 
their Reliſh. And ſuppoſing them rais'd to 
the higheſt Pitch, it's enough at any Time 
to create a chilling Damp, to have this 
Thought ſtirring in us, (for which we at 
no Time can want good Reaſon) that Death 
is at hand, which will bring them to their 

final Period. 
By this Mortality a dark and gloomy 
Shade has generally overſpread this lower 
World, 


14 


and 
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World, by Reaſon that all things from 


thence appear ſo full of Vanity and Vex- 
ation, and the whole Species of human Crea- 
tures in particular, ſeems made up of a 
parcel of deſpicable Shadows, that vaniſh 
out of Sight, and quit the Stage, and diſ- 
appear, as ſoon almoſt as they take place, 
in to act. their Parts upon it. Even 
as excellent a Perſon, as St. Paul, was in 
this reſpect in a like Condition with others. 
He had an infirm and crazy, a corruptible and 
mortal Body like other Men, and it was 
continually worn and waſted by his Labours, 
Fatigues and Sorrows: And yet under all, he 
bore up couragioufly, in the Proſpect of a 
ſucceeding and approaching Life. In the 
midſt of all the Bleſſings with which he was 
incompaſſed, he ſaw Cauſe to complain of 
his Burdens, and cry out of his Wretebed- 
ne/ſs upon Occaſion: He was very ſenſible 
his Diffolution was at hand, and knew 
there muſt be Pangs and Throws, before 
the Tabernacle he dwelt in, as crazy as it 
was, could be demoliſhed; but knowing the 
Conſequence would be glorious, he was great- 


ly relieved. 


This Mortality is a Thing that truly Pi- 
ous Perſons, that have the moſt entirely 
given their Hearts to God, have from Age 
to Age been groaning under, and wanting 
to get rid of. They have not only been 
earneſtly deſirous to have it abated, and 
get the Trouble of it leſſened, but to have 
it ſwallowed up and gone, ſo as that they 
might be wholly rid of it, and have no 
farther Diſturbance from it. As to which, 


they have ſtill been contented that God 


ſhould 
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ſhould take his own Time and Way, under 
the ample Encouragement given them by 
that Covenant, which he has entred into 
with them, which being ordered in all things 
and ſure, has been all their Salvation, and all 
their Defire. | 

And finally, it ſhould not I think be o- 
mitted, that the Apoſtle does not here ſpeak 
ſo directly of the ſwallouing up of Death, 
as the ſwallowing up of Mortality, or our 
Liableneſs to die, with the Pangs and Sor- 
rows that precede, and attend the Rent. 

And when once Mortality comes to be ſwal- 

lowed up, then Death can no more have a+» 

ny Place remaining. When the Mortality 

and Corruption of our Bodies is once in- 

tirely gone, then Death will be gone too. 

And the Apoſtle plainly declares ix, ſaying, 

When this Corruptible ſball put on Intorruption, 1 Cor. xv. 
and this Mortal ſhall have put on Inmorta- 54. | 
lity, then (not then only, according to Dr. 
Whitby's Glofs, in his Annotations on the firft 

Verſe of the Chapter wherein is my Texi, but 

then moſt compleatly) all be brought 0 paſs 

the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwallowed 

up in Victory. Mortality is firſt allowed up 

by an happy Life after the Separation of Soul 

and Body: And then Death is ſwallowed up 

in Victory, by a Glorious Reſurrection out 

of the Grave, to return to Duſt no more. 

And ſo Life ſhall reign, and as the Apoſtle 

has expreſs'd it, The Righteows - ſhall reign in Rom. v. 
Life by Fefus Chriſt, And now, . 


II. Let us conſider the oppoſite Life, of 
which it is intimated Mortality is to be ſepal- 
lowed up. In the Original Greek the Article 
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is inſerted, which our Tranſlation has not ex- 
preſſed. For it is not there av d, but 
vas Tis des: which intimates that Mortality 
will not barely be ſwallowed up of Life, but 
of that Life, which is the moſt excellent 
and valuable, and beſt deſerves the Name 
of Life. The Apoſtle = not of the 
preſent Life, but of the Heavenly and Fu- 
ture Life. As for this preſent Life, this is 
fo far from ſwallowing up the Mortality of 
our Bodies, which is with us ſo great a mat- 
ter of Complaint, that it is rather ſwallow- 


ed up by it. Whatever there is in our 


Fleſh that can be called Life, after a few 
Turns taken, and Experiments made, tis 
over and gone: It is ſwallowed up in the 
deep Gulph of Mortality, Karemodn: It is de- 


vDoured, and is no more ſeen. But when we 


once come to feel the immenſe Force of 
the Heavenly Life, then what is mortal in 


it will be ſwallowed up; it will be abſorped, 


ſo as tovaniſh away; juſt as we the ſee Dark- 


eſs of the Night, ſwallowed up, and car- 


ried off by the Beams of the riſing Sun. 
If we compare our preſent Dwelling here 
below, with that which we are expecting 


above, through the Grace of Gop in Jz- 


sus CHRIsT, we may without Difficult 


perceive, that that which is coming has ſo 


far the Advantage over that which is going, 
and which continually paſſes away, that not. 
being able to enjoy that, without quitting 


this, we have abundant Reaſon, (when Gop's 


Purpoſes in ſending us hither are once 


ſerved) to be willing to make an Exchange, 


that ſo this mortal that has more Reſem- 
blance to Death than Life, may be 1 
5 | 5 
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lowed up of that moſt bleſſed and only true 
Life, which is highly deſirable, notwith- 
ſtanding that there is no Paſſage to it, but 
1 hb the dark Valley of the Shadow of 

ealn. 

As for that Life of which Mortality will 
be ſwallowed up, in the Caſe of all the true 
Living Members of the Lord Jzsvs, we 
have abundant Reaſon to believe it will be 
moſt excellent and glorious. For it will be 
free from any Mixture of Sin or Affliction, 
Weakneſs or Pain, Sorrow or Trouble. It 
will lie in a Nearneſs, Likeneſs, and Con- 
formity to the Bleſſed GO p, and the fixed 
Enjoyment of him. Mpilſt indeed (as the 


Apoſtle obſerves in this Context) we are ver. 6 


| here at bome in the Body, we are abſent from 
the Lord. Whilſt we are. in the Body, we 
are not at home ; we are detained from the 
bleſſed Sight and Enjoyment of Gop, and 


kept out of the Poſſeſſion of the Happi- - 


neſs which makes Heaven. And *tis thus 
even with the beſt of Saints, comparative- 
ly to what it will be hereafter. But when 
the Expected Life is reached upon a Re- 
moval and Tranſlation, there will be no 


Abſence from him whom their Souls love, 


to be the Matter of any farther Complaint 
in their Caſe. They that now are full of 
their ſorrowful Complaints and Groans, on 
the Account of their Corruptions and Im- 


erfections, and the Diſtance they are in 
From the Grand Object of their admiring 


Affection, ſhall then behold his Face, and 


receive beatifying Communications from him 
continually, Often does St, Paul touch up- 


on the Compariſon between what Believers, 


C reach 


— - 
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reach in this Life, while they are incom- 
paſs'd with Mortality, and in the next Life, 
when it will be laid aſide 3 and between what 
we are, and what we ſhall be, both as to 
1 Cor. xiii. the Knowledge of GoD, and Likeneſs to Him. 
9, io. Now, ſays he, we know in part, and we pro- 
pheſy in part : But when that which is perfełt 
is come, then that which is in part ſhall be done 
Ver. 12. away. And it follows a little after, Now we 
ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but then Face to 
Face: Now I know in part, but then ſhall 1 
know even as alſo I am known. So that it is 
beyond humane Words diſtinctly to expreſs 
the Difference there is between the one Life and 
the other, as to the Knowledge of Go p, and 
Things Divine. And St. John declares the 
very ſame, and carries the Matter yet farther, 
John iii, a8 to Likeneſs to Gop; ſaying, Beloved, now 
2, are we the Sons of Gop; and it doth not yet 
appear what we ſhall be: But we know that 
when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be hike him; for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is. And what that carries 
in it, who can pretend to tell ! *Tis this that 
raiſes the true Chriſtian's Courage, and makes 
Death ſupportable to him, as terrible as it 
is to Nature. . 
The Life that is expected will alſo be Eter- 
nal, and not capable of any Abatement, Di- 
Rom. yi. Minution or Period. The Gift of Goo, is 


23. ETERNAL LIFE through Jzsus CHRIST 


our Lord: And on this Account 'tis much 
more valuable, and even ineſtimable. Our 
preſent Life is a dying Life. St. Paul declares 
1 Cor. xy. with Solemnity, that for his Part, he died 


31. daily. He carried his Life as it were conti- 


nually in his Hands, not knowing that it 
would laſt to the End of any one Day that 


Was 
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was begun. And we are none of us out of 
Danger of dying any one Day we live: For 
which Reaſon, preparing for Death ſhould be 
our conſtant daily Care. But when the Life 


that is ſpoken of in the Text is reach'd, there Rev. xxi. 


will be no more Death, neither Sorrow nor 4. 
Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain : 
for the ood Things are naſſed away. 

The Future Life ſpoken of is alſo ſure 
and certain, and may be depended on with 
great Safety. When this wretched World 
was overſpread with the Shadow of Death, 
Life and Immortality were. brought- to Light 


2 Tim. i. 


by the Goſpel; and Death was aboliſhed. There 10. 


was ſome Glimmering of Light about ano- 
ther Life after this, in the World before ; 
but the Goſpel Revelation brought in a 
Certainty. And this, conſidering the great 
Importance of the Matter, may well be ac- 
counted moſt Blefſed News. The Heathens 
had ſome Notion among them of a future 
Life, but it was attended with great Un- 
certainty. Seneca ſaid that“ it was a thing 
that wiſe Men promiſed, but they did not prove 
it. And Socrates (as wiſe and ſagacious a 
Man as he was eſteemed) yet when he was 
Juſt dying had this Expreſſion; | J hope 
to go hence to good Men; but of that I am 
not very confident ; nor doth it become any wiſe 
Man to be poſitive that ſo it will be. And 
he added, I muſt now die, and you ſhall live; 
but which of us is in the better State, the liv- 
ing or the dead, God only knows. Theſe Paſ- 


ſages, (to which many more of the ſame 
„„ Sort 


® Epiſt. 102. 
Platon. Dial. in Phædone. & in Apol, Socratis. 
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Sort might , eaſily be added) plainly diſco- 
ver to us, that the Pagans at the beſt were 
in great Uncertainty. But we Chriſtians 
now under the Goſpel know with Certainty, 
that this mortal muſt put on Immortality: muſt 
put it on as a Garment, fo as to be cover- 
ed with it, and wrapped up in it. We are 
now continually changing from os very time 
of our Birth; and advancing by Degrees 
thro' Infancy, Childhood, _ ouch, to 
Manhood, Ripe and Old-age : ; and then at 
the fartheſt we drop into the filent Grave. 
But if we.reach this Life the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of, we ſhall be fix'd in a State that con- 
tinue in perpetual Vigour, without being ſub- 
ject to any Alteration. Mortality will then 
be ſo ſtwallowed up of Life, that we ſhall have 
nothing of it lei remaining to incumber or 
diſturb us. And *tis this only that truly de- 
ſerves the Name of Life. While how are 
but Shadows, this 1s the Subſtance. 
This Life is the main Sum of the Goſpel 
For, this is the Record, this is the chief 
Thing the New Teftament runs upon, That 
1 08. Gent hath given us Eternal L, aud this 
Life is in bis Son. He that hath the Son, hath 
Life, and he that bath not the Son of Gop, 
' bath not Life. It has pleaſed our Gracious 
Gop in his Gaſpel, to make a Grant or free 
Gift of this Life to Believers, and He has 
unalterably ſettled it upon them thro? his 
Son. And their receiving him, by a true 
and ſincere Faith, is a good Evidence that 
this Life is already begun in them, and will 
be carry'd on gradually, till it is compleated. 
And they have a full and clear Title to the 
Life that is reſerv'd, and all that is con- 
tain'd 
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tain'd in it, or belongs to it: And ſuch a 
Title as cannot be overthrown or impleaded. 
The reſt of Mankind, even all Adam's Chil- 
dren and Deſcendants without Exception, 
ſhall have their Beings continued and perpe- 
tuated, (and that in C ence of ChRIST's 
Death too) but it will not by any Means from 
hence follow, that theſe will really and truly live. 
They may indeed give a continu'd Being the 
Name of Life, in Oppoſition to an Annihi- 
lation, or an utter ceaſing to be, but it is 
Death rather than Life, if it be not attended 
with true Happineſs; which muſt be the 
Caſe of all that quit this Earth, Strangers 
to Vital Religion. | 

I am not inſenſible, that there are ſeveral, 
and thole Worthy Perfons too, who ex- 
plaining the Text I am upon, repreſent St. 
Paul and his Fellow-Chriſtians, as having a 
Dread of Dying, tho? deſirous of Immorta- 
lity ; and therefore wiſhing, (if it might be, 
and Gop thought good,) that they might 
be in the Number of thoſe ſpoken of in 


a former Epiſtle, when it is ſaid, Ve ball 1 Cor. xv. 


not all die, but we fball all be changed: They were 5“. 
deſirous of living till CHRIS T's Coming to 
Judgment, and then being changd; and 
conſequently were of Opinion, that CHRIST 
would come to Judgment before the End of 
that Age. But I muſt own I cannot ſay, 
that this appears to me ſo evident as they 
ſeem to reckon it. Their taking it for 
granted, that the Apoſtle and his immediate 
Companions, look'd for the laſt Coming of 
CHRIST to Judgment, and the General 
_ Reſurrection with which that was to be at- 
tended, as what was to fall out in 2 

| ime 


n 
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Time directly, is a Thought liable to ſeve- 
ral Material Objections. The Apoſtle does 
indeed ſay, Ve who are alive, and remain un- 
to the Coming of the LoR D, ſhall not prevent 
them which are aſleep : But it does not there- 


fore follow, that either he, or any other A- 


poſtle, ever thought and declar'd to other 
Chriſtians, that they might hve until the 
ReſurreCtion ; and that St, Paul afterwards 
chang'd this Opinion. This would be a 
dangerous Miſtake, and highly prejudicial to 
the Chriſtian Faith, and the Authority of 


the Apoſtles. For if the Churches of Chriſt 


had once receiv*d this Doctrine from them, 
and afterwards had underſtood, even from 
their own Confeſſion that it was a Miſtake, 
this would have naturally led them to con- 
ceive, that they might have been miſtaken 
alſo in any other Doctrine contain'd in 
their Epiſtles, and to ſuſpect the Certainty 


and Truth of all that was contain'd in them. 


* Such Sayings as theſe therefore, are not to 
be taken perſonally, as meant of the Apo- 


ſtles, but rather as ſpoken by them in the 


Perſon of Chriſtians in the general, ſome of 
which would be found ſurviving at the Time 


of CHRIS 's ſecond Coming. 


Nor am I for confining Mortality's being 


fewallowed up of Life, which is ſpoken of in 


the Text I am upon, merely to the Glori- 
fication of the Body in Conjunction with 
the Soul, after the Reſurrection. For the 
Apoſtle makes an immediate Oppoſition be- 
rween our Continuance in the Body, and our 
bliſsful Emjayment of Gop, and Jays it 


down 


# Sce Dr. Whitby, in locum. 
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down for a certain Truth, that whilſt we re- 
main 1n the Body, we are detain'd from our 


Happineſs, and that ſo ſoon as ever we leave 


the Body, we ſhall be admitred into it. And 
which is yet more, when the Apoſtle in the 
Beginning of this Chapter mentions a Build- 
ing of Gap, an Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens, in Conjunction with 
the Diſſolution of the earthly Houſe of this Ta- 
bernacle, he plainly ſpeaks of a Building and 
Houſe that was then actually in being, which 


he knew that he and his Fellow-Chriſtians. 


ſhould be fix'd in, whenever this Di/olution 
happen'd. He who could not but be much 
more concern*d for a ſuitable Lodgment of 
his immortal Spirit, than a Receptacle of his 
periſhing Body, appears to me to point to 
the Cceleſtial Manſion, and moſt Bleſſed Life, 
to which the Souls of Believers ſhould be 
advanc'd preſently upon their quitting their 
Earthly Bodies. This manifeſtly to one ſo 
diſpos'd as he was, was the greater Comfort 
by far of the two, under the Thoughts of 
an approaching Diſſolution. And yet the 
Proviſion made with reſpect to the Bodies of 
the Saints, may well enough be allow'd to 
come in, in the ſecond Place. So that if that 
Queſtion was propos'd, (which muſt be own'd 
to be very natural) When is it to be ex- 
pected, that Mortality ſhould be fwallowed up 
of Life? I ſhould be for returning this An- 
iwer, That this will be at the Death of 
true Believers in a great Meaſure, and more 
compleatly, at the Time of the Reſurrec- 

tion. 
Mortality ſhall T ſay be ſwallowed up of Life, 
in the Caſe of ſincere Believers, in a great 
Meaſure 


| 8 of an immortal Nature. 
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Meaſure at Death: In as much as all Labour 
and Fatigue, Sorrow and Trouble, will then 
ceaſe, and our Souls laying aſide their cum- 
berſome Cloggs, will be fitter by far for 
acting with Life and Vigor in Divine Exer- 
ciſes and Motions, than they could be in 
this Terreſtial State, during the Continu- 
ance whereof, the Body not a little affects 
the Soul, notwithſtanding that that is un- 
And 

en Mortality ſhall alſo be ſwallowed up of 
Life, more compleatly at the time of the 


Reſurrection, when this mortal State will be 


perfectly taken away, by an immortal one, 
of Soul and Body in Conjunction; to our 
everlaſting Satisfaction, Comfort, and Joy. 
And now, 1 1 5 


III. I proceed to touch on the Characters 
of the Perſons in whoſe Caſe it may war⸗ 
rantably be expected, that Mortality ſhould 
be thus ſwallowed up of Life. It has been al- 
ready hinted, and the Thing ſpeaks plainly 
enough for itſelf, that this neither can nor 


will be the Lot of all. Tis only ſuch as 


Gop is pleaſed to ſelect for himſelf, and 


thinks fit to diſtinguiſh by his peculiar Fa- 


vour, that can expect a Share in this moſt 


honourable, and comfortable Privilege. Many 


will in this reſpect at laſt prove wretchedly 
miſtaken. ns „ 

All ſuch however, as are ſincere in their 
Faith and Obedience, are of the Number of 
thoſe to whom this Privilege belongs; and 
there is no Poſſibility that any ſuch ſhould 
be excluded. We may therefore remember, 
"tis ſaid of Abraham, and Jſaac, and Fas 
he 
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that they had the Lon for their God, of whom 
it is declar'd, that He is not the God of abe Luke xc 
Dead, but of the Living. Theſe Three excel- 38. 
lent Perſons, muſt therefore (as our Bleſſed 
Lord himfelf plainly argues) be alive, and 
live gloriouſſiy too, in their State of Separa- 
tion from their Bodies, as well as have an 
xpectation that their Bodies ſhould: be re- 


E. 
ſtor'd to Life again, and cloath d with Glory 
has 


at the Reſurrection. St. Paul alſo (as has 
been already obſerv d) declares in this Context 
very poſitively, that he and his Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians, knew, that upon the Diſſolution of their 
edribly Hauſe, they had a Building of Gon a- 
waiting them in Heaven above. But then 
we ſhould obferve, both as to the Former 
and the Latter, that they were remarkable 
white they liv'd and paſs'd thro? this lower 
World, for their Faith and Obedience; or 
elſe: they would never have been thus diſtin- 
guiſnh'd afterwards. And fince all in this 
Reſpe& ſtand upon the ſame Bottom, we 
may very ſafely conclude, that all thoſe to 
whom the fame Character belongs, will 
have the .ſame Happineſs. FEY 

This Bleſſedneſs is appropriated to ſuch as 

are prepar'd for entring upon another World, 

by ſerious Repentence, and real Holineſs. 
*Tis promis'd, to ſuch as look not at the 2 Cor. iv. 
Things which are feen, which are Temporal; 18. 

but at the Things which are not ſeen, which are | 
Eternal: To ſuch as live not unto themſelves, B. v. 1 5. 
but unto bim that died for them, and roſe 

again. | „ 

Theſe are the genuine Characters of the 
Perſons to whom this Happineſs is appro- 
priated: And they are 5 of them n. 


= 
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fit, and neceſſary, and none of them liable 
to any juſt Objection; as might eaſily be 
made appear, were there any Scope for dila- 
ting. But it may on the other hand, be ve- 


ry eaſily perceiv'd, that it would carry in it 


an evident Proſtitution of the Favour it im- 
"gr to have Mortality ſwallowed up of Life, 
or us 1 it to lie open to any, but 
Perſons of ſuch a Make and Stamp as this. 
It would evidently be to Gop's Diſhonour, 
for him ſo much as to attempt at laſt to di- 


ſtinguiſn, Perſons of different and oppoſite 


2 Cor, iv. 
17. 


the 'Cloſe of the Chapter ann 


Characters. | Ee 

Waving the reſt, I will but juſt touch. 
upon one of them, to which we are Ow 
The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks there, of an exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory: But then he con- 
fines it in the very next Verſe,” to ſuch as 


chiefly minded and purſued, not temporal but 


eternal things. Were ſuch as chiefly ſavour- 


ed of this Earth, and took up their Reſt. 
in it, and were ſwallowed up in a preſent 
periſning World, to be #hus honoured, it 
would unavoidably occaſion mean Thoughts 
of Gop and Religion ; it would make Men 


a Thouſandfold worſe than they are, to 


abſerve it; it would can y in it an Inver- 


ion of the Nature of Things; and repre- 


ſent Perſons as reaping at the laſt, what 


was different from that which they owed at 


preſent, in Oppoſition to Gop's repeated 


Declarations to the contrary, But for thoſe. 
whoſe Hearts, and Hopes, and Treaſures 
are above, and who moſt earneſtly ſeek and 
iong for an Heavenly Country, and in the. 


Hope and Proſpect of it, and of Reſt and 
_ Gbory 
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Glory in it, patiently endure what Trials and 
Afflictions God 1s pleas'd to allot them in 
their Paſſage to it; for ſuch at the length 
when their Difficulties and Fatigues are over, 
to reach a Crown of Glory, that is exceed- 
ing worthy, and weighty, and everlaſting, 

is but decent and fitting: Tis agreeable to 
oft repeated Declarations in Scripture, and 
to the very Nature of Things: *Tis much 
for the Honour nf Gop, and the Credit of 
Religion; and cannot but in the final Iſſue 


be highly applauded by all that obſerve and 


take notice of it. And now, 


IV. I ſhall briefly ſet before yau, the 

Grounds of ſuch an Expectation and Hope 

as this, in the Caſe of Perſons that are qua- 

lify'd as the Goſpel requires. And here I 

ſhall only touch upon the Promiſe that Gop 
has made them; the Change that He has 

wrought in them; and the Courſe to which 
his Grace has inclin'd them. And, 


1. The Hopes and Expectations in this 
Caſe are bottom'd upon the Promiſe of Gov. 
That Gop that cannot lye, has engag'd that 
they ſhall have Life, not only to their full Con- 
tent, but unſpeakably beyond their utmoſt | 
Thoughts fotegoing, thro? his Son; and that | 
this Life ſhall follow upon the taking Place 
of Mortality. Nay, having fled for Refuge Heb. vi. 
unto the Hope ſet before them, they have Two 18. 
immutable Teings laid in for their ſtrong Con- 
ſolation under the ſoreſt Aſſaults; and they 
are the Promiſe and Oath of Go p. And ſo 
firm is the Security this Way given them, 
that they need not fear, that either Death, or 
| 2-3 Life, 


Rom. 8. Life, or Angels, or Principalities, or Powers, 
38, 39- or things preſent, or things to come; or Height 


2 Cor. 3. 
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or Depth, or any other Creature, ſhould: ever 
he able to ſeparate them from the Love of 
God which is in Feſus Chrift their Lord. 


2. Another thing that may much encou- 
rage their Hopes and Expectations, is the 
Change Gop hath wrought in them, from 
what they. were by Nature. For though 
they were naturally as degenerate - and vile, 
23 "_ and earthly as others, yet as 
Gop has altered and changed them, it is a 
genuine Deſcription of their Caſe that the 
Apoſtle has given, when he ſays, that 
with open Face bebolding in the Goſpel Re- 
velation, as im a Glaſs the Glory of the 
Lord, they are changed into the ſame Image, 
from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord. This fets a plain Mark upon them, 
as Perſons deſigned for that glorious Life 
which the Apoſtle fpeaks of in the Text. 
And therefore in the Verſe that next ſuc- 
ceeds it, he ſays, be that hath wrought us 
for the ſelf ſame thing is God, who alſo hath 
given unto us, the Earnefs of the Spirit. Be- 
lievers are even now in hope that Morta- 
luy ſhall be ſwallowed wp of Life, and they 
have good Evidence to ſupport their Hope; 
for Gop himſelf who doth nothing in vain, 
hath formed them in order to it. He hath 
not only given. them immortal Souls, and 
Faculties to prepare for a- better Life, re- 
deemed them to it, and appointed them ſui- 
table Means to fit them for it; but has 
alſo produced in them by his Spirit, thoſe 
holy Affections and Inclinations, . Deſires and 

Is Lorgings, 
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Longings, chat are the Earneſt of it; which 
it is not by any means to be ſuppoſed that 

he ſhould ever fruſtrate. And to this we 
oh rn 3 


3. The Conſideration of the Courſe td 
which the Grace of Gop has inclined them, 
which is ſuch, as that they need not diſqui- 
etingly fear Miſcarrying. As for the Bylk 
of Mankind, (all indeed in whom the Grace 
of Gop has not been throughly at work) 
things ſeen are the chief Motives, Hopes, ard 
Comforts of their Lives; and if they are 
but well provided for with reſpect to theſe, 
they can contentedly neglect ſueh things as 
are not - ſeen, without any Care or Concera 
about them. But there is the direct Reverſe 
of this, in Heaven born Souls. They are 
things not ſcen that chiefly employ them, 
and take them up. Their Converſation is in 
Heaven. Religion is their main Buſineſs, 
and the Service of Gap their choſen and 
moſt delightful Employment, and Entertain- 
ment. They ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and his Righteouſneſ5, and mind other things 
but ſecondarily and by the by: And by a 


patient Continuance in well doing, they ſeek ' 


for Glory and Honour and a Bleſſed Im- 
mortality: And whoeyer can fay with Truth 
that this is their Caſe, (either the whole Scrip- 
ture is an errant Fable, or) they may upon 
good Ground hope, that Gop will afford 
them his Gracions Preſence, and be con- 
ſtantly with them, guiding and aſſiſting, che- 
riſhing and 8 of them, till havin 
carried them through all the Troubles an 
Trials of this vreſent Sto. and over the 

5 * Gulph 
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Gulph that ſeparates the two Worlds, the 
_ to find has Mortality is ed 4 
of Life. . 
* having thus far advanced upon a 
Subject of this Nature, I am inclined to 
believe you will now generally think it high 
time for me, to bring theſe things down 
to the preſent Occaſion, that the Thoughts 
ſuggeſted may be of the greater Uſe to us. 
We have (my Friends and Brethren) had 
a late affecting and monitory Inſtance of 
Mortality. Neither could a Good Eſtate pof- 
ſeſſed, nor real intrinſick Worth, nor con- 
ſiderable Uſefulneſs to others in his Station, 
hinder - Death from taking place, in the Caſe 
of that valuable Perſon whofe Remains were 
two Days ago left in the ſilent Grave. Let 
us all hence learn to manage ourſelves as 
Mortals. Let us learn to die, and prepare 
for an approaching Diſſolution, which no 
Care of ours, no Prayers of others, no Help 
from Phyſicians, no Means of any Sort that 
can be made uſe of either by ourſelves or 
others, can be able to prevent. Let us not 
too much love this dying Life; be too fond 
of it, or cleave too Joſs to it : But let us 
be free to quit it, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe 
So to us out of it, after the great 
Buſineſs for which he ſent us into it is once 
diſpatched and finiſhed. And whatever we 
neglect, let us take Care under the Direc- 
tion of Gop's Word, and with the Help 
of his Grace, to make ſure of a better 
Life. 7 
I appeal ta you yourſelves Sirs, whether 
it is not high time to grow weary of Mor- 
tality? St. Paul was plainly tired with Fi } 
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And why ſhould not we be ſo too? Is not 


this Life a Shadow? Why then ſhould we 
ſet our Hearts upon it? Methinks it ſhould 
raiſe us above the poor Enjoyments and Pro- 
ſpecs of this preſent World and Life, to con- 


Believers are allowed andencouraged to expect 


and hope for. As to this preſent Life, that 


will in a very little time be ſwallowed up 


by Mortality in our own Caſe, as well as in 
the Caſe of. thoſe an their ſeveral Turns, that 


are the deareſt to us, that we moſt reſpect 
and value, and that have been the moſt uſe- 


ful to us, and through whoſe Hands Gop. 


has conveyed to us. his greateſt Favours : Bur 
the Life to come, which Believers are 

ing and waiting and longing for, will ſ 
low up this devouri 


their being comforted, under the Proſpect 
of that Mortality that now reigns, and ſwal- 
loweth up all in a common Gulph. Though 
St. Paul's Mercies abounded, he 

ny Afflictions in his Earthly . 


groaned as one that was burdened with the 


Weight of his Body, anda Multitude of Trou- 


bles, ariſing from different Cauſes and Quar- 


ters. Burt he received not a little Comfort. 


in and under all, from the Hope of a bet- 
ter Life. He greatly rejoyced in the Proſpect 
he had of the Happineſs which the Faithful 


would enjoy after Death; and by that Conſide- 


ration was encourag'd to leavethis World, * 
1C 


der how much greater and nobler things 
we have in View, Let us carefully obſerve, 
how great and wide a Difference there is, 
between this preſent Life, and that which. 


Mortality, This is what 
all they that have ſerious Religion at Heart, 
ſhould intently ruminate upon, in order to. 


yet had ma- 
ourſe. He. 


* — — — — — — _ - _ 
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lowed: up of Li 
be very th 


_.anditir up 
And let us at the ſame time, ſeriouſly con- 


want to have Mortality Mellen up of Life ;; 
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ht be wüb the Lord, upon an Significa- 
ep Pleaſure to that Proc 7 AS this 
EzpeQation, he bore Hardfhips of any Sort 
that came in his way, with Patience and Cou- 
rage; and labour'd to become acceptable 
to Gop, by a diligent Diſcharge of his 
in all the Partsof it, while he was conti- 
in this lower World. And it ſhould- 
be the fame with us alfo. OY CO 
we rejoice. that Behevers have fo and 
glorious an HH that tho' their Bodies 
are diſſolv d, and ſcattet'd here and there 
by Death, yet there is anoaher more baff 
State, and a qu Sms fading Glory that awaits 
them: And that when * & thefe Bo- 
dies, they will de wirb the Lon p, in a De- 
gree much beyond what they could be while 
they continu'd in them. Inſtead of Bewail- 
ing and Lamenting, let us c 


ongratulate thoſe 

happy rr in whoſe Cafe Mortality is fwal-. 
fe. Let us bleſs Gop, and 
ful, that we are capable of ſo 
great an Happineſs as this amounts to: 
And as we have abundant Reaſon, let us 


be the more ſo, if Divine Grace has ſo 


wrought upon us, as to ualify us for it, 
in us earneſt Longings after it. 


ſider the lamentable Caſe of thoſe, who when 
preſent Mortality is over, have a ſecond Death 
awaiting them, which is a Thouſand fold 
more terrible than the firft. 

We may alſo from what has been d 
ſee why it is that Good Chriſtians are often 
ſo weary of the State they are at preſent in, 
and ſo willing to be gone from hence. They 


an! 
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and to change this earthly dying Life, which 


at beſt is but mixed, for one that is heaven- 
ly and everlaſting. We may alſo ſee, why 
ſome are ſo unwilling to be remov'd from 
hence. Tis either becauſe they have but a 
low Opinion of that Life, of which Mortality 
will be ſwallowed up in the Cafe of true Be- 
lievers, being utter Strangers to the Antici- 
pations and Foretaſtes of it; or elſe they 
queſtion their own Title to, and Fitneſs for 


it. But provided we are in the Number of 


Serious Chriſtians, we may venture upon the 
Exchange, and need not be in any. Terrour 
as to the Conſequence. Then, tho? our earths 
ly Houſe or Tabernacle be taken down, at the 
Time and in the Way that Gop fees fit, we 
ſhall not, we cannot be left deſtitute, but 
ſhall have beftowed upon us, an Habitation 


nal and heavenly. Then tho' we-are at pre- 


fent burden'd with Afflictions and Preffures, 


which are in a Meaſure common to all in 
this mortal State, we ſhall at length be de- 
livered from them, and Mortality ſhall be 
ſwallowed up of Life. There's no ſuch Antidote 
againſt rhe terrifying Fear of Death, as a 
well-grounded Hope of a better Life. And 
why ſhould any regret che Removal of one 
from this Earth, in whoſe Caſe 3 hal- 
_ towed up. Mortality ! 


I am veay ſenſible that by the late affect - 


ing Stroke of Divine Providence, among you 
my Friends, a moſt Tender Father, 4 cli 
rable Friend, -a Faithful Paſtor, an Uſeful 
Miniſter, and a Serious Chriſtian is loſt, or 
rather remoy'd from © World of ours. 


prepared by Gop himſelf, that will be eter- 


He. 


T3 


— 
— -- m _ — 


. 


* 
* —  ———— — U—ñ— n 2 . —ͤ 


- «a * — 10 
1 ͤ ˙ wmüA ̃ ³wö. Ä Ä 


— — — * wu, — 
— — rr — — 


A FONERAL SERMON for 
He cannot properly be ſaid to be loft 
fince he is got beyond Mortality to Life ; 
that Life chat his Heart was ſet upon. He 
s no longer what he was: But he is unſpeak- 
ably happier than he could be here. I am 
perſuade ase are none of you that queſtion 
this, in the Caſe of my deceas'd Brother, the 
Reverend Mr. Motter/hed : Of whom I am 


very ſenſible that according to uſual Cuſtom, 


it will be expected I ſhould give ſome Ac- 
count ; tho' it will be but brief to what it 
„ 5—_ n La . 

Flis upright Father, who was a reputable 
Tradeſman in the City, and one of good 
worldly Subſtance, did from the firſt deſign 
this Son of his for the Sacred Miniſtry, and 
he alſo himſelf inclin'd that Way. And had 
we more Inſtances of the ſame Kind among 
us, of Perſons either born to Eſtates, or who 
were by Divme Providence led into plentiful 
and eafy Circumftances afterwards, that in- 


_ clin'd the fame Way, and had Courage and 


Reſolution enough to perſiſt in it, under a 
Variety of Temptations to the contrary, it 


would be a Service to Religion, and 
have à great many good Conſequences at- 
. tending it. | 


The Father being a Member: of that 
Chriſtian Society that was under the Paſto- 
ral Care of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Doolit- 
zel *, after he was ejected from the Pariſh 
Church of Sr. 2 for his 2 
mity in 1662; and having a particular Re- 
ſpect for his Worthy Munſter. when the _ 


Of him, ſte my Mridgment. Vol. II. p. 52. and. 
Continuation, p. 75. n | 
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had filenc'd' him, he thought fit betimes to 
commit the Education of his Son to his Care. 


terſbed and I, hw'd together for ſome Time 
under the ſame Roof, now above Five and 
Forty Years ago, while Mr. Doolitte! was at 
Leun, where he had a private Academy; 
de being fome Years my Senior, was 


Resding Logick, while I only apply d to Eram- | 


mar Learning. 


I well rem r that Mr. Fun 
at that Time generally reſpected by his Fel- 
low- Students, as he hos been — by thoſe 
af the beſt Reputation and Worth we have 
had among us. By Means of his Tutor's Care, 
his on Diligence, and the Divine Bleſſing, 
he improv'd conſiderably both in Humane 
-_ Divine Literature. And it deſerves a 


tar's Pains with him contribute to his Ad- 


vancement in Knowledge, but his Miniſtry 


alſo, which he duly attended, prov'd a fue- 
cefsful Means of producing in him in his ear- 


1y Days, a ſerious Senſe of Religion, as he 


himſelF publickly- own*'d ſome Years after, 
when he became his Aſſiſtant in his Place of 
Worſhip in Mugwel Street. And as this 


Step of Divine Providence was a great Com- 


fort to the Tutor, fo did it alſo. greatly con- 


tribute to the fitting of the Pupil, for all the 
Service for which los afterwards -—_ 
him. 

Mr. Morter ſhed ſometime a this, became 
Aſſiſtant to Mr. Goffe, while he was a Paſtor- 
af a Congregation of Diſſenters in the Town of 
King ſton upon Thames, and gave that Worthy 


Man as © elp, and his F lock the Benefit of his 
| 2 Pains, 


And it this Way fell out that this Mr. Aa- 


pecial Remark, That not only did his Fu- 


3s 


— 
— 
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Pains, for a good while Gratis. This he was 
well able to do, without ſtraitning himſelf, by 
reaſon of the plentiful Proviſion Gop had 
made for him as to the World. | ; 
But before his appearing any where in pub- 
lick, he was for ſome Time in Holland, and 
there liv'd, (I think he himſelf has told me ſo). 
under the ſame Roof with Monſieur Bayle, 
who is generally allow'd to have been one 
of the moſt polite and ingenious Gentlemen. 
of that Age. But whether he lodg'd in the 
ſame Houſe with him or no, I am well ſatiſ- 
fied from what I remember of the Account he 


himſelf gave me, that he had the Benefit of 
his Lectures, and' free Converſation, which 
were the Means of great Additions to his 


Knowledge, and gave him an advantageous 
Opportunity of an Inſight into the Belles 
Lettres: And he was forward enough after- 
wards to own his Obligations to him, tho? 
very thankful to Gos, that he preſerv'd him 
from the Pyrrboniſm, which that great Man. 
3 fell into, and was remarkable 

r. | = | 
He had his Education in order to the Sa- 
ered Mmiſtry, during the Rigour and Seve- 
rity of the Reign of King Charles II ; and 


' I muſt own, I think it argu'd a good De- 


ree of Courage and Reſolution in him, at 
ch a Time as that, to venture to take his 
Lot with the poor deſpiſed Nonconformiſts, 
as he did very chearfull „ notwithſtanding. 
the odious Charges brought againſt them, 


which he knew to be groundleſs: And I 


Choice. 0 


I have 
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I have it from one that laid Hands upon 
him at the Time of his Ordination, that he 
diſcover'd avery ſerious Spirit upon that Oc- 
caſion, and devoted himſelf to the Service of 
So in the Work of the Miniſtry with great 
Solemnity. And from this Service, when once 
he was d in it, he was not to be divert- 
ed, by farther Enlargement of his E- 
ſtate, when the World flow'd in upon him; 
tho* that is a Temptation, the Force of 
which fome others have” not been able to 


withſtand. And if he in this Caſe ated out 


of a ſincere Regard to Gop, (which is what 
we have no Reaſon as I know of to call in 


queſtion) whoever paſs their Cenſures upon 
him, we may yet be aſſur'd he cannot ge 


without his Reward. 

His Entrance from a ſingle upc 
ried State, (which is the greatell C e in 
common Life,) was not without great Pre- 


with 


which that Change would bring alo! 


it: And the Succeſs in his Caſe may be. al- 


| lowed to be an Encouragement to others 
herein to imitate him; he being afterwards 


remarkable as an Affectionate Yoke-felow, 


a moſt Tender Father, and a very Kind and 
Conſiderate Maſter, - 
From Kingſton he remov'd to this Place, 


where he ſucceeded the Reverend Mr. George 


Day * in the Paſtoral Care of this So- 
ciety, in the Year 1697. I have been 
credibly informed, that upon his firſt ſet- 
ling in this Congregation, he was of him- 


N 


* See of him in my Abridgment, Vol. II. p. 602. and 
the Continuation, p. 749, 750. 


a Mar- 


paration for the Diſcharge of the Duties, 
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* 


his 
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ſelf inclined to have given his Pains for no- 
thing; but he was adviſed by his Pru- 
dent Father-in-Law, to take what you were 
_—_ and free to allow him, that he might. 

prejudice ſuch as came after him; giv- 


ſaw fit. Which was moſt certainly wiſe Ad- 
vice, and in my Apprehenfion more for your 


real Advantage, than for him to have preach- 


ed to you ſa many Years for nothing, which 


would have tempted ſome to have 1228 


it muſt be ſo always. And he gave you a 
good Example of Charity, in wal | 
_ he received from you towards the 
n mag 
in other R a 
oY you yourſelves be Ay But L have: 
n told. in his Miniſterial Service, he has 
been uſeſul to many, and would gladly have 


been ſo to more. He ſought not Yours but 


you: And fpreading the Knowledge of 
Cur isT — you, was a fingular Plea- 
ſure to him. His Religious Performances 
in his. Family I have been aſſured by a ve- 
good Judge, were managed with great 
ervenr, and the Inereſt of Gov both ge- 


neral and particular lay very manifeſtly upon 
his Heart: And the Honour of Gop and 


the good of Souls was what he aimed at in 
wblick Miniſtrations. 

_ His plentiful Circumſtances in the World 
put him into a great Capacity of Uſeful- 
neſs beyond others, and tis hoped his Ta- 
lent was not hid in a Napkin, but that the 
Loins of many bleſſed him. I was not I 
muſt own often a Solicitor with him, though 


be allowed me great Freedom: But this I 


can. 
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can ſay, that I never made a Charitable Mos» 
tion to him for a Perſon or Family, which 
he did not readily comply with. And I 
have alſo heard others of my Brethren ſay 
the ſame. But any that knew him might ob- 
ſerve he was reſerv'd in his natural Temper, 
which inclin'd him to purſue our Saviour's 


did. 
Gor was pleas'd to give him a Number 
of Children, tho' he has left but one; aun 
viving him, with two Grand-children. The 
Loks of them that were taken from him, and 
rticularly of him chat was then his only 
Ne ſince, went very near him. 
Submiſfion to the Divine Will in that Caſe, 


was what he endeavoured as it became him 


But (I have ſome Reaſon to think, chat) 
had he given himſelf more Freedom to vent 
his Concern, (which is what a merciful Gop 
no way difallows) it might have been bet- 
ter for him. His Strength declined gradu- 
ally; and though he wanted not for the Ad- 
vice of the Skilful, yet no means uſed ſuc- 
creding to as => = Conſt lng fi 
after languiſhing at length 
pired in the Sixty-ohird x of his 


which he very much ſtudied Priv 
Retirement. I cannot hear he ever ꝓubliſhed 
any thing from the Preſs, (I have 
been informed) he aſſiſted in rranflating ſome 
of the Learned Dr. Ligbfoats Works into 
Latin. But he is now gone from hence. 
And yet ſuch as ſurvive him have a Duty 
hing on them, upon his Removal. Suffer 

me 


and 


He has now done with the Worl "WM 


Rule ſtrictly, and in the Letter of it, Not to Match. vi; 
4% Loft Hand le what bis Right Hand 3 
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me in a few Words to touch upon that, and 
I wilt ſoon conclude my Diſcourſe. 


It will concern you that ſprang from him, 
to chooſe and cleave to his Gp as yours, and 
then you will find him peculiarly ready to fa- 
vour and bleſs you. Study the Covenant, and 


that will at once afford you Confolation and 
Direction. A Father's and Grandfather's 


Bleſſing, tho? large in Shew and Appearance, 
not Gop's fpecial Bleſſing, will go but 


@w'F ry little Way towards true Satisfaction 


and Felicity: But let that be added, and 
the Comfort will be great here; and ſo alſo 
will be the Happineſs hereafter. Follow him 


that is now taken from you, as far as he fol - 


lowed CR RIS T: And then cer it be long, 
you will be with him where he now is, and 
find Mortality ſwallowed up of Life, as he 
now does. ee I 


And- as for you that had the Benefit of a 


his Miniſterial Labours, be thankful that 


you enjoy d them fo long: be concern'd you 
profited: under them no more; and yet bleſs 
Gop for what real Benefit you found ac- 
cruing to you by their Means. Recollect 


What you ſaw in him, or heard from him, 


that may be moſt of Uſe to you. Follow 
his Faith, conſidering the End of his Con- 


derſation. Endeavour to improve his Death 


and Removal. Be thankful that tho* Mini- 
t the Word of the LoR D, that 


Word that is deliver'd. unto you under the 


Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, abideth for ever, 
and is always the fame. Look up to the 
Great Shepherd of the Sheep who dieth 2 
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for Help in filling up the Vacancy there is 


among you. Take of Diviſions. By way 
of Prevention, allow me to leave it with 
you as my deliberate Advice, to beware 
of miultiplying Candidates in the Electi- 
on that is now neceſſary. Tis a Fancy of 
ſome, (and a moſt ridiculous Fancy it is, 
and an uſual Spring of Contention and Divi- 
ſion) that unleſs more than one be in Nomi- - 
nation, there is no Choice. Whereas on the 
contrary, I muſt own it to be my Appre- 


henſion, that where there is a Vacancy in any 


Society, and there is not Occaſion for nomina- 


ting any -more than one, in order tothe gain- 


ing the Conſent of a good Majority, it is the 
beſt ſort of Choice that can be deſir d. If a 


Majority do not agree, no Choice can' be. pre- 
tended ; nor can there be any Dammage done. 
And „ Sa a conſiderable Majority 

does agree, Why is it not a Choice? When 
there is ſuch a Number agreeing as more 


pitch'd on is preferr*d, before all others that 
could come in Competition? And why is it 
not a better Choice, than by nominating ſe- 
veral at once, to divide People into Parties; 
and lay a Temptation before them, (which 
very commonly proves the Caſe) to leſſen and 
reflect on one to whom they are leſs inclin'd, 
Mm order to the advancing of another whom 
they are rather for; which often does Miſ- 
chief, and makes Work for Repentance? 
Let me then recommend it to you, firſt to 
nominate the Perſon, in whom, all Circum- 
ſtances being conſider'd, there is a Probabi- 
lity and Likelihood of a pretty general Con- 
currence: And till ne Matter is try d, let 
2 5 it 


than barely turns the Scale; and the Perſon 


— 8 
- 
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it be agreed that no one elſe be nominat- 
| ed as a Candidate. If a good Majority 
| concur, the Point aim'd at is gain'd, and 
the Vacancy is filld up. If that will not 
do, let another be nominated (and but one 
| at once by Agreement) and let the ſame 
| f Trial be made as to him alſo: And ſo go 
ro on till a Perſon is fix'd on. I am firmly per- 
ſuaded, and am confirm'd in it by Obſer- 
| vation, that this is a better Way to Union 
and Harmony, than the multiplying the 
Number of Candidates, which is a common 
Inlet to Diviſion and Confuſion, 
Zut I beſeech you take Care to chooſe one 
that will have a joint Concern for Truth and 
Love. And when you have choſen a Suc- 
ceſſor to the Deceas'd, ſtick to him, and do 
not deſert him, as ſome have been apt to 
do. Aſſiſt, encourage, and hearten him by 
your Preſence, and Purſes, Carry it to him 
with Reſpect and Tenderneſs. Pray heartily 
for hitn, and be ready to ſubmit to him in 
the LoR D. And tho? you chooſe one that 
is ever ſo faithful, or ever fo Uſeful, yet 
ſtill remember you fit under a dying Preach- 
er, as well as are yourſelves dying Hearers, 
that are juſt going off the Stage. ws 
Changes in your Congregations as well as 
in your Families, able on are here, and 
endeavour to make a Chriſtian Improvement 
—— —— | 
In ſhort, Strive. to be Faithful in the 
Whole, and in every Part of your Duty, 
and that in every Capacity, out of a ſin- 
cere Regard to & D, and Love to CHRIST, 
and Concern for his Honour: And then 


— - 


tho? 
* 
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tho* you live in a very uncertain World, 
and paſs thro! many Changes yourſelves, 
and ſee many paſs upon others too, both near 
and round about you, yet may you live 
in Hope, at laſt to ſee Mortality ſwallowed 
up of Life, to the Honour of Him that 
liveth and reigneth World without End; 
and your own everlaſting Comfort and 


Joy. 


- 


